Closing Speech for the Crown,
TKe Attorney-General
would come over from the asylum to examine her condition, and
if these doctors had come from the asylum, knowing what they
did, if they found a recurrence of the symptoms, would not there
be the danger, from their recurring visits, that the truth would
out? I am quite content to leave that matter where the prisoner
left it—that he was unwilling to accept conditional release because
of the intermittent but recurring visits which he thought would
have to be paid to her if she came out. Be it remembered that in
order to certify a patient you have to get a second doctor's opinion,
and in this case it would be necessary to get Dr. Jayne to come
over, and he would have to pay a professional visit, with the con-
comitant expense, and so on, and you remember Dr. Town send
said he did not accept the position that mentally she was cured.
Her physical condition had improved enormously, but mentally
(and that is the reason she went to the asylum) he did not accept the
statement that she was fully cured; and you will ask yourselves
whether or not that was a wise and prudent course for an affec-
tionate husband, knowing of the difficulty of a re-certification
warrant by a doctor that her mental condition was not completely
re-established—you will consider whether an affectionate husband
would have said, yes, I think the right course is to accept -what
Dr. Townsend offered, because in his judgment—perhaps the best
judgment at such a moment—it would be the better course to
pursue. On the llth, the day on which this release is first con-
templated by a letter from Dr. Hincks, that is the day on which
there was the purchase of these 4 ounces of white arsenic.
Now she comes back, and_ my learned friend has this difficulty
to get over. He wishes to attribute the whole of the illness from
which she died to a fatal dose of arsenic taken wilfully by the
deceased at some date about the 16th—I think on the 16th Feb-
ruary. He has overlooked a good deal of evidence to which I am
going to call your attention. It is not on Dr. Hincks alone that
her condition before the Ifith depends. Let me remind you. On
the 23rd January he secured the services of Nurse Kinsey, because
at that time she was still suffering from this peripheral neuritis.
At that time Nurse Kinsey came in to help her an hour in the
morning and an hour in the evening, but Nurse Kinsey tells us
that she was told that Mrs. Armstrong had vomited on the 27th
January. She says that on the 26th she took two pills. " The
prisoner and she told me of this. 1 asked him why, and he said
he thought for indigestion. He told me that she had vomited in
the night after taking them." Of course, you may suggest that
these pills—(some homoeopathic pills, or Dr. Andrew Clarke's pills,
which she had taken for a period of years, and her sister had taken
them)—that the sickness was to be attributed to them. But that
is the definitely proved vomiting on the 27th January, and Nurse
Kinsey calls back on the 10th February. She had been for four
days seeing Mrs. Armstrong night and morning. She calls back
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